
APPENDIX 13 

 

Parish Councils Briefing Note 

There are 2 areas where we are asking all the parish councils across Charnwood for support. 

1. We would like to ask all Parish Councils to come together on 31st January 2020 for a joint 

Armed Forces Covenant signing at Charnwood Borough Council Offices at 11am. 

The Armed Forces Covenant is a promise by the nation ensuring that those who serve or who have 

served in the armed forces, and their families, are treated fairly. By signing the Armed Forces 

Covenant (AFC) a council demonstrates its intention to support the Armed Forces community. Local 

authorities such as Paris Councils promise to encourage local communities in supporting the armed 

forces community, including promoting understanding and awareness. A copy of the ‘suggested 

Covenant for signing with pledges is attached). 

2. Each Parish Council identifies a Community Champion who will be the ‘go to person’ for any 

Veterans and members of the Armed Forces Community (such as reservists, spouses, serving 

personnel).   

The Community Champion will be provided with training, a resource library and opportunities to 

attend network meetings twice a year in Charnwood Borough Council with other Community 

Champions. This is ideally someone with an Armed Forces background or has a keen interest in our 

Armed Forces Community.  We know across Charnwood that there are over 4000 veterans (inc 

national service veterans).  We want to ensure that should they need help and support they are 

aware of the welfare charities, RBL Clubs activities and opportunities available to them. 
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Parish Councils in Charnwood 

__________________________________________________ 

We, the undersigned, commit to honour the Armed  

Forces Covenant and support the Armed Forces  

Community. We recognise the value Serving Personnel,  

both Regular and Reservists, Veterans and military  

families contribute to our business and our country.  

   Signed on behalf of:  

  Parish Councils of Charnwood 

  Signed:      

  Name:          
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The Armed Forces Covenant 

An Enduring Covenant Between 

The People of the United Kingdom 

Her Majesty’s Government 

– and  – 

All those who serve or have served in the Armed Forces of the Crown 

And their Families 

The first duty of Government is the defence of the realm. Our Armed Forces fulfil that 

responsibility on behalf of the Government, sacrificing some civilian freedoms, facing 

danger and, sometimes, suffering serious injury or death as a result of their duty. Families 

also play a vital role in supporting the operational effectiveness of our Armed Forces. In 

return, the whole nation has a moral obligation to the members of the Naval Service, the 

Army and the Royal Air Force, together with their families. They deserve our respect and 

support, and fair treatment. 

Those who serve in the Armed Forces, whether Regular or Reserve, those who have served 

in the past, and their families, should face no disadvantage compared to other citizens in 

the provision of public and commercial services. Special consideration is appropriate in 

some cases, especially for those who have given most such as the injured and the bereaved. 

This obligation involves the whole of society: it includes voluntary and charitable bodies, 

private organisations, and the actions of individuals in supporting the Armed Forces. 

Recognising those who have performed military duty unites the country and demonstrates 

the value of their contribution. This has no greater expression than in upholding this 

Covenant. 

Section 1: Principles of the Armed Forces Covenant 

1.1 We Parish Councils in Charnwood will endeavour in our business dealings to uphold the 

key principles of the Armed Forces Covenant, which are: 

• no member of the Armed Forces Community should face disadvantage in the provision 

of public and commercial services compared to any other citizen  

• in some circumstances special treatment may be appropriate especially for the injured or 

bereaved. 
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Section 2: Demonstrating our Commitment  

The following are suggested draft pledges; please delete, add or change any to suit your circumstances. 

Your Covenant may be reviewed and pledges changed at any time in the future to reflect changing 

circumstances. 

2.1 We recognise the value of serving personnel, reservists, veterans and military families; and 

will aim to uphold the principles of the Armed Forces Covenant, by: 

• Armed Forces Champion: Identify an Armed Forces Champion who will engage with 

the Armed Forces Covenant Officers at Charnwood Borough Council to raise awareness 

and signpost the Armed Forces community when needing advice and guidance; 

• Promoting the Armed Forces: promoting the fact that we are an Armed Forces-

friendly Council, to our members and wider public; celebrating the work of the Armed 

Forces and encouraging positive interaction between them and members of the public; 

• Veterans: Recognising that military veterans are a valued part of our community; 

facilitating and encouraging their participation in civic and community events; providing 

a link to the Veterans Gateway on our website 

• Service Spouses & Partners: encouraging local businesses to support the employment 

of Service spouses and partners; 

• Reserves: encouraging local businesses to support the employment of Reservists; 

• Cadet Organisations: encouraging support for and membership of local military cadet 

units; 

• Armed Forces Events: using the ‘What’s On’ section of the Parish Council website to 

promote Armed Forces events such as local Breakfast Clubs, Coffee Mornings, Armed 

Forces Day, Reserves Day, the Poppy Appeal Day and Remembrance activities; 

• Armed Forces Charities: encouraging support for Armed Forces charities; 

• Commercial Support: encouraging local businesses to consider offering discounts to 

members of the Armed Forces community. 

2.2  We will publicise these commitments through our literature, on staff notices, and on our 

website, setting out how we will seek to honour them and inviting feedback from the Service 

community and our customers on how we are doing. (Amend as appropriate) 

 


