
APPENDIX 12 
 

Quorn Parish Council – 7th July 2020 
 

Report of Clerk 
 

RE: 2020/24 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS  
 
Purpose of Report  
 
To bring to members proposals for Lighting and Illumination Technology Experience Ltd 
(LITE) to be awarded a five-year contract for the installation of the village’s Christmas lights. 
 
Background 
 
The Council let a five-year contract for the installation of the village’s Christmas lights to LITE 
at an extraordinary meeting of the Grounds and Facilities Committee on 23rd August 2019 
with the first year being on a probationary basis – minute 19/023a below refers. 
 

19/023a Village Christmas Lights  

 Members had received a cost analysis of three quotes which had been 

received from contractors for the supply of village centre Christmas 

lights over the next five years. 

 

 It was confirmed that all contractors had been made aware of the one-

year probationary term of the five-year contract and had submitted their 

prices on that basis. 

 

 It was agreed that the lights on The Banks be changed to bright white 

rather than coloured prior to placing the order. 

Clerk 

 It was proposed that, although not the lowest price received, Lighting 

and Illumination Technology Experience Ltd be offered the contract at 

a cost of £10,414 per annum with a 2% annual increase based on their 

experience and value for money. 

 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

 
However, before awarding the five-year contract, the Clerk should have first advertised the 
opportunity to quote for the contract on the government’s Contracts Finder website as per 
11.1(b) of the Council’s Financial Regulations:  
 

11.1 (b) Where the council intends to procure or award a public supply contract, public 

service contract or public works contract as defined by The Public Contracts 

Regulations 2015 (“the Regulations”) which is valued at £25,000 or more, the 

council shall comply with the relevant requirements of the Regulations1. 

1 The Regulations require councils to use the Contracts Finder website to advertise 
contract opportunities, set out the procedures to be followed in awarding new 
contracts and to publicise the award of new contracts 

 
That process has been now been completed and the notice is available here: 
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/8b30ca9e-af8d-4613-8538-dce49eb173bf 
 

https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/8b30ca9e-af8d-4613-8538-dce49eb173bf


There has been just one tender received from last year’s contractor LITE in the sum of 
£7,775.  The document is attached at Appendix 12(a).   
 
It has been clarified that the reason that costs last year were higher at £10,414 is because 
the Council purchased new lights for the village hall and also new tree lights for The Banks. 
Costs also included their installation (no removal), whereas this year they will just need to be 
tested prior to switch on. 
 
Proposal 
 
That, as LITE has successfully demonstrated its competence in installing the village’s 
Christmas lights in 2019, the Council now enters into a new five-year contract with the 
contractor for the installation of the lights for 2020/24. 
 
Recommendations 
 

i) That the Council enters into a five-year contract with LITE for the installation of the 
village’s Christmas lights at a cost of £7,775 per annum and a total contract price of 
£38,875 for the five-year contract term. 

 
Financial Implications  
 
In placing the contract at this point, adequate budget provision can be made for the term of 
the contract. 
 
Risk Management 
 
The contractor could go out of business during the term of the contract but problems 
associated with that would not be insurmountable and another contractor could be sought to 
complete the contract. 


