
APPENDIX 11 
 

Quorn Parish Council – 7th July 2020 
 

Report of Clerk 
 

RE: 2021/23 GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT 
 
Purpose of Report  
 
To bring to members proposals for Council to enter into a three-year term for the village’s 
grass cutting contract. 
 
Background 
 
The Council has always let its grass cutting contract on an annual basis.  The practice of 
seeking prices from contractors year on year is very time consuming and there is no reason 
why the contract cannot be let for a longer-term under clause 11 of the Council’s Financial 
Regulations:  

11.1 (b) Where the council intends to procure or award a public supply contract, public 

service contract or public works contract as defined by The Public Contracts 

Regulations 2015 (“the Regulations”) which is valued at £25,000 or more, the 

council shall comply with the relevant requirements of the Regulations1. 

1 The Regulations require councils to use the Contracts Finder website to advertise 
contract opportunities, set out the procedures to be followed in awarding new 
contracts and to publicise the award of new contracts 

 
Another down-side of the annual contract is that it can lead to speculative contractors 
quoting for what they see as a short-term commitment and these have proved to be 
unreliable and unprofessional over the years. 
 
The Council has experience schedules not been adhered to with visits being missed and the 
resulting excess of grass being left on site.  There have been contractors who have not 
turned up at the slightest threat of rain and one that simply abandoned the contract because 
it proved to be unfeasible at the price submitted to win the contract. 
 
Despite these difficulties, the Council has striven to reach the high standard of finish that the 
village currently enjoys.  It has adjusted the cutting regime to introduce weekly cuts which 
does away with the cost of removing arisings once the season gets underway and which 
also improves the quality of the grass by mulching arisings. 
 
The Council has also invested in the services of the same contractor over the past three 
years. 
 
In proposing that Council award a three-year contract for these works, the Clerk has 
completed the process required by Financial Regulation 11.1(b) and the notice is available 
here: Contracts Finder notice reference URL: 
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/4bdaa796-fdec-426c-b9f3-
a281f4c0f7b2  
 
A summary of the tenders received as a result of the notice is attached at Appendix 11(a). 
 
Proposal 
 
That the Council enters into a three-year contract for it grass cutting operation for the years 
2021 to 2023 and that the contract be offered to its present contractor. 

https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/4bdaa796-fdec-426c-b9f3-a281f4c0f7b2
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/4bdaa796-fdec-426c-b9f3-a281f4c0f7b2


 
Recommendations 
 

i) That the Council enters into a three-year contract for its grass cutting operation. 
 

ii) That a three-year contract be offered to the Council’s present grounds maintenance 
contractor. 

 
Financial Implications  
 
In placing the contract at this point, adequate budget provision can be made for the financial 
years 2021/23. 
 
Risk Management 
 
The contractor could go out of business during the term of the contract but problems 
associated with that would not be insurmountable and another contractor could be sought to 
complete the contract. 


