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APPENDIX 11 
Grounds and Facilities Committee – 9th September 2020 

Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 

RE: STAFFORD ORCHARD PATHWAYS 

Purpose of the report 

 

To bring before council the position of the grounds and facilities officer regarding the 
pathways in Stafford Orchard park.  

Background 

Complaints about water gathering in puddles on the golden gravel pathways in Stafford 
Orchard Park have been made by members of the public. The pathways have been 
photographed with puddles gathering when it has been raining (see appendix 1).  

The grounds team have informed me that the puddles drain away in a reasonable timeframe 
once the rain stops. There are certain ‘low points’ in the park where water will always gather.  

There is an alternative tarmac pathway through the entire length of the park which means the 
park can be crossed without using the golden gravel pathways at all.  

Paving experts have been consulted and the general consensus is that surface patching the 
areas which have puddles gathering is not a solution to the problem.  

The recommended repair option involves scraping back the existing path, re-laying the sub 
base and resurfacing the whole stretch of golden gravel pathway to a higher level than the 
grass, with the addition of either timber or metal edging.  

Prices have previously been obtained for a more hard-wearing, resin-based surfacing that 
would require less maintenance ranging from £25,000 to £45,000.  The option has been 
discounted by council as too expensive. 

Quotes for re-surfacing the pathways with Breedon Gravel have yet to be obtained, although 
enquiries have been made and it would be expected to be at least £15,000 

Recommendations 

i. That the pathway condition is monitored over the next 12 to 24 months with a 
report being submitted after that timeframe by the Grounds and Facilities Officer.  

ii. That the pathways are not replaced until a longer-term evaluation has been 
carried out, as the overall condition of the paths is generally quite good. 

Financial Implications 

No direct costs, some officer and grounds team time. 

Risk Assessment 

As it stands, the main risk of puddles forming is if they were to freeze and become a slip 

hazard.  Although this is deemed to be a low level risk, grounds staff can monitor and apply 

grit to any standing water to prevent ice forming. 
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Appendix 1 

 

Images below show a puddle on the breedon gravel pathway in Stafford Orchard Park. 

 

 


