
APPENDIX 1 
 
Clerk’s note: This matter was first raised at the Grounds and Facilities Committee on 
13th May but the detail below did not arrive in time for members to fully consider at 
the meeting.  It was agreed that the matter be referred to the next meeting of 
Council. 
 
 

Sent: 13 May 2020 15:26 
To: parishclerk@quorndon.org 
Subject: Grounds and Facilities Committee - 13th May 2020  
  

Notes: Grounds & Facilities Committee 13th May 2020  
  
Declarations Declared in writing;  
  
I found the speech made by Jane Hunt MP in Westminster Hall in February regarding Air 
Quality very interesting but was surprised that Quorn was not mentioned particularly as its 
only 2.6 miles away from the university. 
  
I am not professionally skilled in the technical aspects of measuring air quality, other than 
my living experiences, of roads, air ports and many other aspects that contribute towards air 
quality, e.g. Legislation to prohibit Petrol and Diesel by 2050.   
  
Having lived in Quorn for more that 10years I am continuity surprised at the amount of dust 
( assume PM10) when it rains leaving my car looking like it’s been on the beach for a week, 
or the amount of dust everyday on the glass garden table, which requires wiping before it 
can be used. Having lived in many parts of the uk over the years, form an untrained 
professional in the field of Air Quality Monitoring would say “I notice considerably more 
dust in Quorn than in London for example” 

  
During the recent lock down period, I was interested to know the impact on our local air 
quality, which I thought would be a simple  question, readings before and during the 
lockdown.      
  
The following extracts are from an e mail that that I sent to Cllr Smidowicz who is the Lead 
Member for Regulatory Services as Charnwood as the District Council are required to 
monitor and report on this subject to DEFRA. Cllr. Smidowicz has been extremely helpful 
and I am in receipt of a long technical reply from the civil service.     
 

 Cllr Smidowicz 

“While we are living in extraordinary times of a “lockdown of many local business and 
the reduction of air travel from the East Midlands”, it also provides a unique 
opportunity to monitor, review and provide residents and DEFA with unparalleled 
information data regarding air quality in this area which can be used for planning the 
future.   
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There are a number of reports published on the website which are well-constructed 
with data, and note a 2019 data return to DEFA. While reductions of  -25% have 
been recorded going back to 2005, which is great news but if the monitoring and 
recording equipment was suspect as the report suggest, then the starting point is 
open to challenged. The 2015 Transport legislation referred to further improving air 
quality. To meet the legislation standards, it was announced that all Petrol & Diesels 
engines would not be permissible on our roads after 2050 (this was going to be used 
as a defence by Government for not achieving the new EU air quality standards and 
being fined)     

I was interested in Jane Hunt MP speech made in Westminster Hall in February, 
regarding air quality and the risk of a new proposed incinerator but there was no 
reference to the area east of the Borough and around Quorn. However, I don’t 
believe the current system of monitoring is providing a true picture of how the Quarry 
affects local residents living in Quorn from Respirable Particulate Matter. In one 
report 2013 it refers to a high number of occasions when the permitted levels were 
“exceeded of the 50ug/m3”. Perhaps I could enquire if the Councils reporting is up to 
date, as a number of the links refer to much earlier times.  

While the Mountsorrel Quarry has been designated a AQMs and agreed with DEFA it 
only covers a very small area and certainly not a highly populated village, in fact a 
report does refer to higher levels being reported in Nottingham and Leicester 
depending on the wind direction and there is also a matter of ground levels as 
particles drift across the land mass.     

A Report in 2013; states: “Continue to regularly publish, and update monitoring 
results obtained from the Council operated monitors on the Council’s website to 
address matter of public scrutiny and Council ‘openness ‘It also says that a review in 
2 year intervals” However, I can’t seem to locate this regularly published information 
or the 2 year review. (sure its hiding somewhere)  

I wonder what effect of moving a number of monitors from Loughborough to the 
Worlds has had on the overall returns to DEFA. ?   

It would be helpful if the locations of the Monitors in and around Quorn could be 
confirmed and whether the public can dial into a monitor to see the results for 
themselves to provide confidence in the reporting system is not being distorted by 
averaging out.        

I would also ask what action the Council is proposing to take to improve air quality.  
  
As large scale building developments are continuing, it would seem reasonable that 
all new Planning Applications have an air quality impact assessment as part of the 
process to reduce the risk of decreasing air quality”  

  
  



 

Charnwood’s reply includes a lot of technical data which is not relevant to the question.  

 
Extract: “All our monitoring sites are located at positions consistent with DEFRA 
guidance to measure long-term public exposure, typically on or close to the facades 
of domestic properties alongside major roads and/or busy junctions or around major 
industrial point source derived from the National Atmospheric Emissions Inventory 
(LAEI).  Currently there are no monitors located in Quorn as we have no concern that 
any resident is in an area likely to be in exceedance of any existing Air Quality 
Objective. Historical studies, technical guidance & available ‘screening tools’ from 
Defra,  as well as underlying professional knowledge, supports this position. 
  
An Air Quality Study is currently being undertaken to inform the new Charnwood 
Local Plan 2019-36 .  This study will help to shape the Council’s commitment for 
residential, employment and other developments and will be used to develop 
guidelines for developers and residents of when air quality assessments are 
required.  These guidelines may also include Supplementary Planning Guidance on 
measures that can be considered/required to maintain and improve air quality in the 
Borough. 

   

I originally thought this was a simple straightforward request for information,  to make a 
comparison, between normal air quality and the difference that the local down would make 
to our Environment .  (The more I investigate and understand the more I am concerned)  
  
I would like to submitted the following points for the committee to consider, and I would be 
available for further assistance for this call for action.   
While the Air Quality Objectives are National and integrated in Legislation and EU Regs, The 
Quarry at Mountsorrel is unique as being the largest in Europe, the current AQMA is not 
sufficient to offer confidence to the people of Quorn.   
Reports and actions appear to be out of date.  
New technology monitoring is not being applied which would allow residents to check a 
location monitor.  
  
Call on the Parish Council to request: Charnwood Borough Council to appoint an 
Independent Scrutiny report for the area of Quorn & Mountsorrel. (to be approved and 
appointed within 3 months and not part of the Core Strategy work)  
  
Regards  
  
David Hayes  
  
 


