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Notes of the Annual Parish meeting held on  
Tuesday 28h May 2019 at 7.30pm 

Council Chambers, Quorn Village Hall 

 

Item  Action 

 The Chair welcomed both members of the public and fellow Councillors to the 
meeting and thanked them for their attendance. 

 

1. Apologies   

 All members of Council were present with the exception of Cllrs McWilliam and 
Parks who had sent their apologies.   

 

 Also, in attendance was Borough Councillors Jane Hunt and Richard Shepherd, 
County Councillor Hilary Fryer and Parish Clerk Christina Gibbs 

 

2. Chairman’s Report  

 Cllr Dennis Marchant gave a presentation which explained the purpose of the 
meeting and the role of the Parish Council. 

 

 He highlighted successes of the preceding year and particularly the referendum 
result on the village’s Neighbourhood Plan and the move of the Community 
Library to its new home in the Old School. 

 

 He added that it had been a very busy time for the Council with a review of its 
policies and procedures and a Staffing and Governance Review. 

 

 He expected the implementation of the recommendations from Staffing and 
Governance Reviews to keep the Council busy for the forthcoming year as well 
as the reinforcement of staff and Councillor roles. 

 

 He went on to confirm that the Parish office was about to move to new office 
accommodation at the Old School  

 

 He closed by giving a big thank you to staff and volunteers for the hard work 
that they do throughout the year. 

 

 He then went on to introduce PCSO Alistair Cochrane and invited him to give 
his report 

 

3. Police Report  

 The PCSO reported that there had been an overall reduction in crime in the 
village of in comparison to this time last year.  He suggested that the public visit 
the Leicestershire Police website for a more detailed statistics and a breakdown 
of the figures given. 

 

 He went on to say that Mark Botte had taken over as Area Commander and that 
he was keen to engage with communities. 

 

 The Chair thanked PCSO Cochrane for attending the meeting.  

4. Financial Report  

 The Clerk had provided the year-end balance sheet for review.  There were no 
comments at this point. 

 

 The Chair invited County Councillor Hilary Fryer to give her report. 
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5. County Council Report  

 Cllr Fryer gave the following report:  

 The last year has again been busy with various matters brought to my attention 
with regard to County Council responsibilities. 

 

 As always, I work very closely with your Borough councillors – Richard 
Shepherd and Jane Hunt.    I was delighted that Jane was elected in 2018, she 
is a very hard-working experienced councillor.   It was also very pleasing that 
both she and Richard were re-elected earlier this month. 

 

 During the past year I have been dealing with flooding, speeding, parking to 
name but a few.   There have also been problems with HGVs going through the 
village and particularly down some of the more residential roads.    There has 
been quite a lot of road works taking place, which has not helped. Even though 
there is a weight limit all vehicles do have the right of access for deliveries etc., 
which can involve quite large vehicles. 

 

 There is now an order in place regarding stopping and parking at St. 
Bartholomew’s School, so it will have been noticed that road markings have 
altered.   LCC now also have 3 camera cars to cover the whole county whose 
sole purpose to go to streets around all schools, unannounced, in the mornings 
and afternoons.   It is beholden on all to park considerately and legally near our 
schools. 

 

 Parking in the village, like in most other villages, is a big problem.  Especially 
around the schools and shops.   Our villages are old and most buildings were 
built before cars became our main form of transport so to improve parking for all 
is a big challenge.    

 

 Earlier this year I arranged a meeting at County Hall with the Assistant Director 
of Highways and another senior transport officer, representatives from the 
Parish Council and Cllrs. Hunt and Shepherd.  It was a very frank and open 
meeting, however except for offering support and advice most of the initiatives 
are going to have to come from the community.   I am pleased to hear that a 
Community Speed Watch scheme is being put together. 

 

 Together with Councillors Hunt and Shepherd we have had a meeting and are 
in discussions with Rawlins Academy to try and get some reduction in the traffic 
in Sarson Street, Castledine Street and that whole area.  This is also being 
discussed with officers at LCC. 

 

 I sit on various committees at LCC – the main ones being Adults and 
Communities, Children and Families – I am the chair of this committee. 

 

 As I have said before I am very honoured to be your County Councillor and 
thank you for your support. 

 

 The Chair thanked Cllr Fryer for her report and invited Borough Councillor 
Richard Shepherd to speak to the meeting. 

 

6. Borough Council Report  

 Cllr Shepherd said that he was reporting on behalf of fellow Ward Councillor, 
Cllr Jane Hunt, as well as himself and made the following statement: 

 

 Issues for local councillors are very much to do with the quality of people’s daily 
lives. Looking back over the past year, planning matters, the speed of traffic, 
car-parking, concerns about dust in relation to Mountsorrel Quarry, and indeed 
a number of what can be described as environmental matters such as the 
removal of trees and dog-fouling, have all featured. 
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 We are grateful to the Editor of “The Quorndon” for allowing us space in the 
magazine to give reports, and we do so in conjunction with Hilary Fryer, our 
County Councillor, as our work overlaps. Indeed, roads and traffic are County 
Council responsibilities, and people may not always be sure which Council is 
responsible for what, so by the three of us keeping in close touch we try to give 
as seamless a service as we can. We also report to the Parish Council and 
assist the Council where we can. 

 

 Something new in the last year has been the introduction of the Borough 
Member Grants Scheme. Every councillor was allowed £1000 to award to 
charitable groups and organizations in their Council Ward. There is of course a 
formal application process and there are clear criteria. Jane and I were able to 
assist some local groups and further good news is that the scheme is being 
continued this year. 

 

 We have throughout the year been responding to residents’ concerns about 
particular planning applications. Planning is an important Borough function, 
encompassing individual applications and Borough-wide policies for 
development. I’m pleased to say that Charnwood is now able to demonstrate 
that it has 6.41 years of housing supply. Being able to demonstrate at least a 
five-year supply is important because the National Planning Policy Framework 
says that local plan policies for the supply of housing should not be considered 
up-to-date if the local planning authority cannot demonstrate a five-year supply 
of deliverable housing sites. 

 

 The figure of 6.41 will help the Council to stand behind the Core Strategy for 
planning which was adopted in November 2015 and ensure housing 
developments respect the areas of separation between settlements defined in 
the Strategy. 

 

 The Quorn Neighbourhood Plan will of course assist in controlling development. 
Congratulations must go to all concerned for its detailed preparation and for its 
endorsement in the recent referendum.  

 

 I mentioned Mountsorrel Quarry. Complaints about dust were discussed at a 
meeting of the Quarry Liaison Committee on 9th April. The Quarry operator has 
reported that a review of dust monitoring from the stations at Quorn Grange and 
Mill Farm has shown very low results for the period December to March. 
Tarmac has commented further that the prevailing wind directions during this 
period were South to South Easterly, and therefore the company proposes to 
add a temporary monitoring station in Quorn Park adjacent to Northage Close 
and Wood Lane, which will provide more detail in this area, and allow the 
company to understand any contributions from local construction projects and 
other operations on Granite Way. 

 

 Speeding traffic has been an issue and Hilary chaired a meeting at County Hall 
in late January, about which you have already heard.  

 

 And now car-parking – this is clearly a major issue, and one person’s 
suggestion may cause another person’s objection. Much work was done on the 
matter by the team who prepared the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

 Jane, Hilary and I would like to form a group, call it perhaps a working party, to 
carry forward consideration of the Station Road car-park. We welcome the 
Parish Council’s involvement and we would also welcome any volunteers who 
would like to join us. 

 

 Mr. Chairman, I’ll conclude there. I will of course be happy to answer any 
questions there may be. 
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7. Question Time  

 The Chair thanked everyone for their reports and went on to invite questions 
from the floor. 

 

 The following matters were raised:  

 Car Parking – efficiency measures for the Station Road Car Park were 
suggested with a 2-hour limit being introduced together with a £60 fine for those 
exceed that time.  Syston town centre parking was cited as an example of good 
practice.  

 

 A question was asked about who would be responsible for funding any 
efficiency measures. 

 

 BCllr Richard Shepherd explained that it was the Borough Council that was 
responsible for the management of the Station Road car park and that it leased 
the land from the Quorn Town Lands Charity. 

 

 BCllr Shepherd promised to do his best to deal with the problem through the 
new working group which he had mentioned earlier. 

 

 A question was asked about whether Borough Council officers would be 
appointed to the group. 

 

 A response was that it would not be the Borough Council leading the project but 
officers would be involved. 

 

 An invitation to join the new working group was extended to those present at the 
meeting.   

 

 BMX cycle track off Woodhouse Road.  A resident questioned the safety of the 
access to the track with it being so close to the junction with Loughborough 
Road and also the likelihood of the Parish Council being able to adequately 
police behaviour at the track. 

 

 It was also pointed out that the area had been identified as a valuable ecological 
site and that the new use was likely to be detrimental to that as well as 
attracting vandalism. 

 

 Cllr Shepherd confirmed that the planning application had been received by the 
Borough Council and said that it would need to follow its due course. 

 

 It was also pointed out that the footpath is a regular safe route for Rawlins’ 
students. 

 

 Cllr Clarke promised to consider all points raised at the next Grounds and 
Facilities Committee on 11th June 2019. 

Clerk 

 A resident congratulated Cllr Marchant on his election.  

 Annual Meeting Notice - The resident went on to call for wider publicity for the 
Annual Meeting in future in order to increase the number of parishioners 
attending. 

Clerk 

 Code of Conduct Complaint - The resident then raised the issue of the current 
Code of Conduct complaint and what he felt was an unreasonable length of time 
for it to be concluded.   

 

 Dog Park - The resident called for the feasibility study for an area of Stafford 
Orchard to be set aside for a Dog Park and for dogs outside of the area to be 
kept on leads to be explored.   

Clerk 

 Old School Donations - The same resident asked for a list of those who gave 
to the Buy a Brick campaign for the Old School to be published within the 
building.   

Clerk 
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 New Committee Structure - He went on to say that he felt that the new 
committee structure adopted at the Annual Meeting of the Council was 
unmanageable. 

 

 Christmas Lights - He closed by encouraging the Council to look to local 
businesses to help fund the cost of providing the village Christmas Lights.  

 

 Old School Financial Statement – Two other residents called for a financial 
statement on the renovation of the Old School Building and its business plan for 
the future.  It was confirmed that the Project Managers had submitted their 
report to the last meeting of Council and that a business plan had also been 
produced and published.  The Clerk agreed to send a paper copy to one of the 
residents. 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 Annual Parish Meeting Minutes – Another resident pointed out that the 2018 
minutes of the last meeting had not been published.  The Clerk agreed to 
rectify. 

Clerk 

 Annual Accounts – Disappointment was expressed by another resident about 
the level of financial information available at the meeting.  The Clerk agreed to 
rectify at the next meeting. 

Clerk 

 With no other matters raised, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and 
closed the meeting. 

 

 Meeting closed at 0900  

 


