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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on  
Tuesday 7th July 2020 at 7.00pm 

Present:  
Cllr Andrew Brown Cllr Jane Hollingworth Cllr Roger Price 
Cllr David Burgess Cllr Olwen Jones Cllr Janice Slater 
Cllr Byron Chatburn - Chair Cllr John Key Cllr Carolyn Thornborow 
Cllr Joanna Clarke Cllr Andy McWilliam  
Cllr Josh Clayton Cllr Bob Parks  
Also in attendance: 
Borough Councillor Richard Shepherd  
Senior Admin Officer – Eliza Hill 
Ground and Facilities Officer – David Longford 
Minutes were taken by Parish Clerk - Christina Gibbs 
 

Minute  Item Action 

 The Chair welcomed all the meeting and went on to say that proceedings were to 
be recorded.   

 

20/095 Apologies  

 Apologies were received and accepted from County Councillor Hilary Fryer.  

20/096 Declarations of Interest  

 The chair reminded members to declare any personal or pecuniary interests in 
the items on the agenda at this point or as the meeting progressed. 

 

 There were no declarations.    

20/097 Public Participation  

 There were no members of public present.  

20/098 County Councillor Matters  

 CCllr Fryer had submitted a written report which was noted.  

 Members felt that the horse fair had attracted a lot of public comment and the 
matters seems to have been passed between the authorities.  They questioned 
why there was such difficulty in banning the event when other similar gatherings 
had been prevented under the Covid restrictions. 

 

 Cllr John Key joined the meeting at this point.  

20/099  Borough Council Matters  

 BCllr Shepherd advised that the Borough Council’s Customer Services were not 
opening as planned because of the lockdown in Leicester and the reopening had 
been put back a week. 

 

 He went on to respond to members’ question about the horse fair.  He advised 
that the authorities had no legal powers to stop the event as it was on private 
land and no more than an outdoor market and similar to outdoor car boot sale.  
Events only require licensing if alcohol is on sale or entertainment laid on. 

 

 BCllr agreed to send the members the advice he had received from the various 
authorities. 

BCllr 
Shepherd 

 A member of the public joined the meeting at this point.  
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 Closer liaison had been agreed with the organisers for future events to put in 
place measures to reduce traffic congestion and advise those visiting the event 
about social distancing restrictions. 

 

 Members called for Cllr Shepherd to also raise the environmental issues of 
littering and pollution of the river. 

Cllr 
Shepherd 

 It was noted that the Borough Council had submitted objections to the County 
Council’s planning application for industrial units and solar farm at Poole Farm, 
Barrow Road, Quorn.   

 

20/100 Minutes of the last meeting  

 The Chair invited members to suggest amendments.  

 Cllr Hollingworth wished to amend an amendment that she had made at the last 
meeting because she felt that she had no choice but to leave the meeting. 

 

 The Clerk pointed out that the member had left the meeting because of a 
personal interest leading to bias and that she would not have been excluded for 
any other reason than misconduct under the terms of the Council’s standing 
orders.  The Clerk advised that the matter had been referred to the Monitoring 
Officer for further advice.  

 

 With that matter clarified, it was proposed that the minutes be approved as a true 
account of the meeting. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

20/101 Clerk’s Report  

 Members questioned why matters raised under Items for Future Agendas did not 
appear on the Clerk’s report. 

 

 It was clarified that the item was to allow informal discussion between members 
and that it was not part of the meeting. 

 

 It was also clarified that the Rawlins Liaison Group had moved on and that talks 
were going ahead with a view to reinstating the group. 

 

 Members reviewed the report.    

 20/101a Old School Tearoom – Noise complaint  

  It was reported that arrangements had been accepted by the Council 
and the tearoom proprietor to make it explicit how the rear playground 
should be used to achieve a reasonable level of nuisance from noise.  

 

  These included clear and explicit signs that ball games are not allowed 
at any time and that noise levels should be kept to a minimum and 
acceptable level, as if it were a domestic garden. 

 

  It was confirmed that the proprietor and staff have the authority and 
requirement to act at the time if noise is excessive or behaviour is not 
as desired.  

 

  A member spoke in support of the complainant and proposed an 
amendment to cease use of the area. 

 

  Members spoke against the amendment because they felt it would 
unnecessarily restrict the use of a community space.   

 

 RESOLVED: That the amendment be defeated.  

  It was proposed that:  
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.  i) Council accepts the proposal and will support the staff in making it 
operational. 

ii) The Clerk will write to neighbours to confirm the position taken by 
Council. 

iii) If there are further concerns by the neighbours, or Council, about 
the noise levels in general, the advice of the Environment Health 
office will be sought with reference to the Planning application 
decision of 2018 ref P/18/0163/2. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

20/102 Policing Matters  

 There was no monthly crime report from the Police available but members had 
been sent a link to the Neighbourhoodlink website via the agenda. 

 

 Council had received a notification to say that Sergeant Steve Kilsby had taken 
over the village beat.  Sergeant Kilsby had been an officer servicing in 
Leicestershire for 18 years and had worked in emergency response, 
safeguarding and complex crime as well as being a detective. 

 

20/103 Councillors’ Surgery  

 Members received a proposal to resume Councillors surgeries with a new format 
to include County and Borough Council members. 

 

 Cllrs Price and Clayton came forward to man the first of the new surgeries which 
was to be held on 25th July in the Village Hall. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

20/104 Resolutions  

 20/104a Future Staffing Review  

  The Chair corrected his report to say that the Clerk may retire in 2021.  

  Members received the proposals of the Chair for a staffing review.  

  It was confirmed that there would be written recommendations for 
Council to consider following the review. 

 

  Members received a proposal for a working group of three councillors, 
supported by the Clerk, to be formed to review the work of the staff, 
how that work is completed and to make recommendations on future 
staffing. 

 

  It was recommended that:  

 i) That Council agrees to the internal staffing review as detailed 
above. 

ii) That Cllrs Burgess, Jones and Thornborow make up the 
membership of the working group. 

iii) That expenditure of £2740 be authorised for services to be provided 
by the Council HR Services Provider Ellis Whittam. 

 

  An amendment was proposed to pass recommendation ii) to the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee to determine. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the amendment be carried.  

  A further amendment was proposed to recommendation iii) to put the 
authorisation of the expenditure on hold until the need for the service 
was identified. 
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  The Chair explained that he had brought the proposals to Council for 
expediency rather than wait for the F&GP which was not due to meet 
until the end of August. 

 

  A view was expressed that the services of the HR provider should be 
approved as good practice to ensure that the Council does not infringe 
employment law. 

 

  Members questioned why extra services were required above that 
already provided under the Council’s annual subscription to its HR 
provider. 

 

  The Chair explained that the work was additional over and above the 
scope of the annual subscription. 

 

  The Clerk questioned whether the Council was committed to pay the 
fee whether the provider delivered the service or not. 

 

  The Chair stated that there was some specific work quoted for and if 
the provider does not need to do the work then there would be no need 
for payment. 

 

  Having heard the debate, the proposer of the second amendment 
withdrew it. 

 

  With no further amendments raised, it was proposed that the 
recommendations be agreed. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 20/104b Appointment of Internal Auditor  

  Members received the report of the clerk with proposals for the 
appointment of the Council’s internal auditor for financial year 2020/21. 

 

  It was proposed that Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local 
Councils (LRALC) be appointed. 

 

  Cllr Brown declared a personal interest on this item and did not vote.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 20/104c Internal Auditor’s Report 2019/20  

  It was proposed that members note the content of the internal auditor’s 
report. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 20/104d Year End Accounts – 2019/20  

 i) Members received the Annual Governance Statement at Section 
1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

 

  It was proposed that the document be approved and duly signed 
by the Chair and Clerk. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 ii) Members received the Accounting Statements at Section 2 of 
the AGAR. 

 

  It was proposed that the document be approved and duty 
signed by the Chair. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  
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 20/104e 2021/23 Grass Cutting Contract  

  Members received the report of the Clerk proposing that a 3-year 
contract be let for future grass cutting operations. 

 

  It was proposed that the decision be deferred until the next meeting to 
allow members to receive an analysis of the quotes received. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 20/104f 2020/24 Christmas Lights Contract  

  Members received the report of the Clerk proposing that a 5-year 
contract be let for the village centre Christmas lights. 

 

  It was proposed that the decision was deferred until the next meeting to 
allow Terms and condition to be prepared for the contract.  

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

20/105 Committee Reports  

 20/105a Planning Committee – 15th June 2020 – noted.  

 20/105b Finance and General Purposes – 22nd June 2020 – noted.  

20/106 Governance Report Action Plan  

 The following amendments were agreed to the plan.  

 Item 9 Revised date of August 2020.  

 Item 19 Closed.  

 Item 25 Revised date of August 2020.  

20/107 Councillor Reports  

 None this month.  

20/108 Planning  

 Cllr Price declared a personal interest in application 2020/EIA/0058/LCC – 
Proposed Mineral Extraction Operations – Lodge Farm, Quorn, as he knew a 
neighbour of the site.  

 

 Members questioned why the Parish Council was not planning to comment on 
the above application. 

 

 The Clerk explained that the application was a notification about a scoping report 
and that she would look into why the Council was not being encouraged to 
submit comments following the notification. 

Clerk 

 It was pointed out that the government policy looks like there is going to be a 
massive building programme continuing and it would make sense to work to 
achieve the minimum number of road miles for carrying aggregates.  

 

 20/108a Applications receive during the month  

  Members received the report of the Planning Committee of 15th June 
2020. 

 

  2020/Reg3Ma/0057 – Proposed mixed development compromising 
Industrial Units and a solar farm – land at Barrow Road and Poole 
Farm, Barrow Road, Quorn.  Members agreed to write in support of the 
views already expressed by local residents.   

 

Clerk 
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20/109 Finances  

 20/109a Bank Reconciliation and Statements   

  It was proposed that the documents be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 20/109b Payments List  

  Members received a list of payments which was approved.  

  The cost of gas for the Village Hall appeared to be high.  It was 
confirmed that the payment covered the three winter months. 

 

 20/109c Grant Applications  

  A request for £200 was received for the upkeep of the flower bed 
fronting The Mills on Leicester Road. 

 

  Members were pleased to approve the application and asked that the 
Council’s thanks be passed to the applicant for his work on behalf of the 
village. 

Clerk 

20/110 Correspondence  

 20/110 LGA Model Member Code of Conduct - Consultation  

  Members received the report of the Clerk recommending that all 
members respond to the consultation in the interest of improving 
standards in the local government sector. 

 

20/111 Items for Future Agendas  

 It was confirmed that those who had instigated the introduction of this item to 
agendas were to review its success now that it had been in place for six months. 

Cllr 
Chatburn

/Price 

20/112 Date of next meeting  

 Tuesday, 4th August 2020  

 


