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Stafford Orchard Advisory Group (SOAG) 

Thursday 27th August 2020 – 2.00 

Present: 
Ivan Bexon Phil Child  Dennis Marchant  Cllr Roger Price 

Gillian Bexon Marianne Gilbert Sue Templeman   

 
Also in attendance: 

Christina Gibbs – Park Manager/Parish Clerk 

Greg Griffiths  

Item Minutes of meeting Action 

20/013 Welcome and Introductions  

 The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and introduced Greg 
Griffiths (GG) from an event management organisation who was 
in attendance to present ideas for May Day 2021. 

 

20/014 Apologies  

 All members of the team were present.  

20/015 Minutes of the last meeting  

 The minutes were accepted as a true account of the meeting.  

 All agreed that the agenda be reordered to allow (GG) to make 
his presentation.  

 

 Marianne Gilbert joined the meeting at this point.  

20/016 May Day Event 2021  

 GG explained that his organisation had worked on the village’s 
annual May Day event with the former Village Events Group 
(VEG). 

 

 He explained that it has experience of stepping in to save small 
community events where committees have broken down and 
that he would not want to change the usual format of a 
traditional village fete.   

 

 The organisation was also to keep regular traders and support 
local contributors as well as contributing to community projects. 

 

 It was confirmed that the event would be a commercial venture, 
but that the village would benefit through contributions to 
community projects. 

 

 GG offered to answer any questions:  

 ST asked if tables and chairs would be supplied for community 
stallholders as was the case with VEG. 
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 GG – Yes and picnic benches too if required.  

 PC asked if the Parish Council would be expected to underwrite 
the event. 

 

 GG – No, the liability would sit with the event management 
company. 

 

 IB questioned if there would be a charge for local community 
groups like the library and local history group. 

 

 GG – Normally no charge for none commercial stalls.  

 MG asked if the village churches would still be able to run the tea 
tent. 

 

 GG – absolutely.  

 RP asked how soon GG would need a response to his offer.  

 GG – before December.  

 DM explained that SOAG would need to make a recommendation 
to Council but that he expected to be able to be in touch before 
December. 

 

 At this point – GG left the meeting  

 The Chair took the opportunity to welcome MG to her first 
meeting of the group. 

 

 Members went on to discuss a further offer from a local 
community group to run the May Day event. 

 

 It was established that the group involved the Scouts, Guides and 
the newly formed Community Interest Company that had come 
out of the Neighbourhood Plan Process. 

 

 PC confirmed that the group would also not expect the Parish 
Council to underwrite the event. 

 

 IB was concerned about the village facing the current situation 
year on year and felt that a commercial group would offer 
continuity.  He went on to say that members would need to know 
what was on offer from the community group. 

 

 DM felt that, although volunteers have run the event for many 
years, the event has developed to involve major risk 
management duties. 

 

 PC agreed to provide detailed proposals for consideration at the 
next meeting. 

PC 

20/017 Grounds and Facilities Officer’s Review  

 It was reported that there was currently two pieces of play 
equipment out of order – the roundabout on the Under 8’s 
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playground and the climbing net on the Over 8’s area.  Both had 
been barriered off for safety purposes and spare parts were on 
order for the grounds staff to fit. 

 The ROSPA inspection had identified repairs to the skate park and 
costs were being sought for those works. 

 

 All other play equipment was operational with Covid restrictions 
in place.  

 

 Some electrical works had been undertaken to replace the 
electricity supply cable to the Park Services Building by Western 
Power. 

 

 Costs for refurbishment works required to the public toilets were 
being sought. 

 

 It was confirmed that the tree that had had its bark stripped off 
by vandals had been removed and a replacement ordered. 

 

 The conditions of the interpretation panel for the Old School was 
discussed and it was agreed to arrange for staff to try and clean 
rather than replace it. 

GFO 

 IB pointed out that there would be a mystery shopper visit by the 
Green Flag Inspectors sometime in September. 

 

20/018 Park Manager's Review   

 It was confirmed that the Council had resolved to let a further 
three-year contract with its present grass cutting contractor.  

 

 ST felt that the condition of the park was a credit to the village.  

20/019 Warden Co-ordinator's Review   

 GB said that there had been increased footfall in the park with 
picnicking and family games and that the village was making full 
use of the park. 

 

 Some Covid restrictions had been breached as witnessed by the 
Wardens with barriers removed from play equipment but 
grounds staff had been alerted.  

 

 There had been an increase in litter with the extra use of the park 
but the weekend collections provided by the Borough Council 
had helped to address that. 

 

20/020 Any other issues from members   

 20/020a) 10-year maintenance plan review  

  It was clarified that it was the Green Flag Management 
Plan, which included the maintenance plan, that was 
under review. 
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  IB and ST were to review with the GFO before January 
2021. 

IB/ST 

 20/020b) 1948 Children’s playground tribute plaque  

  Members were asked to consider whether the plaque 
should be returned to the park. 

 

  Members agreed to visit the interpretation board by 
the brook entrance to the park off Station Road and 
consider a possible location before the next meeting. 

ALL 

 20/020c) Stafford Orchard village website entry.  

  DM agreed to send members a list of possible 
amendments. 

DM 

20/021 Future developments   

 20/021a Plaques to identify sculptures on Sensory Garden  

  DM agreed to check with Loughborough University if 
the detail he held was correct. 

DM 

 20/021b Heritage Lottery Fund Contract  

  It was pointed out that the 10-year contract was about 
to expire which would release the Parish Council from 
any liability. 

 

 20/021c) 100th Anniversary  

  It was confirmed that 2023 was to be the 100th 
anniversary of the park being handed to the village. 

 

  Copies of the conveyance document to come to the 
next meeting to confirm date. 

CJG 

20/022 Next meeting dates  

 22nd October 2020  

 GFO officer gave his apologies in advance.  

 


